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Children’s Book
Award Winners
1981-2017
“Special beyond words”: A celebration of the only
national award voted for entirely by the children.

Pat Thomson, who created the Children’s Book Award in 1980, said:
“We only exist to bring children and books together so any Award
would need to involve them. Not just involve them, in fact. Anyone can
run a few of the books past the kids. They would have to be at the
heart of it… Everywhere we heard of cuts in spending on books in
libraries and schools and rumours of crises… It seemed that children’s
fiction was an easy target. It was an act of faith, an act of solidarity with
all the authors, illustrators and children’s publishers.”
This ‘act of faith’ has continued and grown, still generously supported
by the publishers and still valued by the Winners. Over nearly 40 years,
the Winners have reflected the wisdom and discernment of the
children: authors whose books have often become classics: Roald Dahl,
Jacqueline Wilson, Michael Morpurgo, J.K. Rowling…
In this chapter we celebrate all the Winners. How many have you read?

3

Federation of Children’s Book Groups

1981

Mr. Magnolia Written and illustrated by
Quentin Blake (pub Red Fox)

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Quentin Blake’s wonderfully zany and colourful
illustrations and rhyming text describe the adventures of
Mr Magnolia who sadly only has one boot. Frogs and
newts, parakeets and owls and even a dinosaur join him
in the hunt. A rollicking family favourite.

1982

Fair’s Fair Written by Leon Garfield
(pub Wayland, Hachette)

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Jackson is cold and starving in the dreadful winter
weather. He’s looking forward to the steaming pie that
is payment for a long night’s work. When the huge
black dog comes – growling and glaring – Jackson
gives it half his meal. One bargain soon leads to
another – and to some unexpected rewards. With an
engaging (and very creepy) story, illustrated in colour
and black and white on every double page spread, this
story is ideal for newly confident readers.

1983

The BFG Written by Roald Dahl, illustrated by Quentin
Blake (pub Puffin)

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

A little girl called Sophie is lying in bed in an orphanage
unable to sleep when she sees a strange giant with a
bag… so starts one of Roald Dahl’s most well-loved
adventures. We follow Sophie and the Big Friendly
Giant as they catch dreams to pass on to good children
and destroy nightmares. But it all goes wrong when they
tangle with Fleshlumpeater, requiring a night-time visit
to the Queen of England and the involvement of
helicopters before the BFG and Sophie can settle in
their small cottage to live happily ever after. Beautifully illustrated, this
book is a children’s classic.
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1984

Erik the Viking Written by Terry Jones and
illustrated by Michael Foreman (pub Puffin)

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Erik and his crew from the Golden Dragon are searching
for adventure in the land where the sun goes down at
night. But they find more than they bargained for and
their courage and skill are tested to the extremes. Will
Erik win through storms, giants, enchantments and trolls
to find what he seeks? Michael Foreman’s wonderful illustrations add
splendour to this mythical tale.

1985

Brother in the Land Written by Robert
Swindells (pub Puffin)

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

A deeply moving tale of life after a nuclear bomb falls
on England, the story follows teenage Danny, his
younger brother Ben and a girl called Kim, who have to
fight for survival in a world that has been destroyed.
Robert Swindells does not flinch from describing an
environment where human nature is laid bare and
authority has disappeared in a land of lawlessness and gang warfare.
Will they all survive? This is a powerful novel set in the ordinary town of
Shipley in the north of England.

1986

Who Wants Arthur? Written by Amanda Graham and
illustrated by Donna Erynell (pub Gareth Stevens)

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Arthur is an ordinary brown dog who lives in Mrs.
Humbert’s Pet Shop. All he wants is to have a home.
So he tries everything he can to persuade someone to
take him on. He becomes a rabbit, a snake, even a
fish, before he realises that he can be a success just as
himself. This appeals to all children who understand
what it means to want to be popular and the need to
be chosen. The comedy is slapstick and the theme
simple but there is a deeper content here that children respond to.
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1987

The Jolly Postman Written and illustrated by Allan and
Janet Ahlberg (pub Puffin)

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

This wonderfully witty, interactive picture book is
told in jaunty rhyme. Accompanied by exquisite
water-colour illustrations, the book contains a
collection of letters, leaflets and cards from a variety
of fairy-tale characters, which can all be taken out of
the integral envelopes to read. A veritable
masterpiece of storytelling!

1988

Winnie the Witch Written by Valerie Thomas
and illustrated by Korky Paul (pub OUP)

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Winnie the Witch lives in a black house with black
furnishings and Wilbur, her black cat, which can cause
problems. Her attempts to solve the difficulty by casting
spells on Wilbur are not terribly successful until she
comes up with the perfect solution. The first in a muchloved series.

1989

Matilda Written by Roald Dahl and illustrated by Quentin
Blake (pub Puffin)

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

This well-loved tale of a precocious child, who bests
the bullying Head Miss Trunchbull and ends up happy
ever after living with her favourite teacher Miss Honey,
appeals to children (and adults) of all ages. Roald Dahl
is a master storyteller, who understands the world of a
child with all its strange, chaotic, incomprehensible and
splendid possibilities and Matilda remains an all-time
favourite.
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1990

Room 13 Written by Robert Swindells
(pub Puffin)

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Fliss Morgan and her friends are on a school trip with a
difference when they stay in a creepy guest house in
Whitby. Every night Ellie-May Sutherland is drawn to the
landing outside the mysterious Room 13. Who is staying
there? Fliss and her friends attempt to unravel the identity
of the room’s sinister inhabitant in a story that is satisfyingly full of
suspense, thrills and horror.

1991

Threadbear Written and illustrated by Mick Inkpen
(pub Hodder)

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

There is one thing that has always been wrong with
Threadbear. In his tummy is a squeaker that has never
squeaked… Can Father Christmas make his wish come
true and give him a squeaky tummy or will it be
something much more simple that grants him his wish?
With fantastic fold-out pages this picture book is a wellloved classic.

1992

Kiss the Dust Written by Elizabeth Laird
(pub Macmillan)

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Kiss the Dust is a compulsively readable, utterly gripping
and harrowing story about the devastating effects of
Saddam Hussein’s genocide of the Kurds in Iraq. Tara is
an ordinary teenager in Kurdistan, whose life is turned
upside down when the war reaches her home. Fleeing
into the mountains with only the items they can carry,
Tara’s family is torn apart as they struggle on a long
journey to find somewhere they can call home again. This
book remains in the mind of the reader long after the last
page has been read.
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1993

The Suitcase Kid Written by Jacqueline Wilson and
illustrated by Nick Sharratt (pub Doubleday)

///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Andy had always lived in Mulberry Cottage with Mum,
Dad and Radish her rabbit. But now Mum has a new
home with Bill the Baboon and his three children and Dad
lives with Carrie and the twins. Andy lives out of a
suitcase, shuttling between the two, when all she wants
to do is go back to Mulberry Cottage. There is no easy
resolution to an all-too-familiar family tale, but when Andy
finally realises that she is still loved and even liked – and that she likes
her new families too – she learns to accept and adapt to her new life.

1994

The Boy in the Bubble Written by Ian
Strachan (pub Mammoth)

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Adam has an immune deficiency which forces him to live
his life in an oxygen tent – the ‘bubble’ of the title. As part
of a school project, Anne is forced to visit him, leading her
to choose him as a ‘project’. From these unlikely
beginnings a tender love story develops, even though the
two can’t touch. When Adam is offered a bone marrow transplant to
allow his immune deficiency to be corrected, the reader is taken on a
roller coaster ride of emotion.

1995

Harriet’s Hare Written and illustrated by Dick King-Smith
(pub Yearling, now Penguin Random House)

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Hares don’t talk. Everyone knows that. But the hare
Harriet meets one morning in a corn circle in her father’s
wheat field is a very unusual hare: a visitor from the far-off
planet Pars, come to spend his holidays on Earth in the
form of a talking hare. Wiz, as Harriet names her magical
new friend, can speak any language, transform himself
into any shape and, as the summer draws to its close, he
has one last, lovely surprise in store for Harriet...
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1996

Double Act Written by Jacqueline Wilson and illustrated
by Nick Sharratt (pub Doubleday)

///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Jacqueline Wilson’s second winner is written in the style
of a diary, featuring identical twins Ruby and Garnet. Ruby
and Garnet love each other dearly but they are
completely different. Ruby is loud, outgoing and wild and
Garnet is shy, quiet and kind. Ruby wants to audition to be
on television, whereas Garnet wants to go to school and
have a quiet life. After many arguments and fights, Ruby
realises that she and Garnet do not need to be the same, and do not
have to do the same things, to be happy. And they both realise that they
can still be together, while apart, as long as they remember each other.

1997

The Hundred-Mile-an-Hour Dog
Written by Jeremy Strong (pub Puffin)

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Trevor’s mum has offered him £30 to walk the dog every
day of the holidays. But Streaker is no ordinary dog, she’s
a rocket on four legs with a woof attached! Trevor enlists
the help of best friend Tina to keep Streaker under control
and to train her by the end of the summer. If he fails he will
lose his bet with horrible Charlie Smugg, and something
very, very yucky involving frogspawn will happen. This fast-paced, laughout-loud book has become a classic for confident early readers.

1998

Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone
Written by J.K. Rowling (pub Bloomsbury)

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Discovering that he is a wizard is just the beginning for
Harry Potter. Learning his craft and finding true friends at
Hogwarts School, he must also battle against Voldemort
to save everything he holds dear. Fantasy, magic and
adventure combine in a series which has entranced the
world. The first of the series, this book introduces the
reader to the magical world of Harry, Ron and Hermione.
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1999

Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets
Written by J.K. Rowling (pub Bloomsbury)

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Full of magic, humour and evil, in the form of the
Basilisk, the second book in the series was another
worthy winner, as J.K. Rowling brought in new
characters and deepened the reader’s knowledge of
Harry’s world, scattering clues that are critical to the
development of the series and its culmination with Harry
Potter and the Deathly Hallows.

2000

Kensuke’s Kingdom Written by Michael Morpurgo and
illustrated by Michael Foreman (pub Egmont)
///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

When Michael is shipwrecked alone on a Pacific island
he struggles to survive until he realises that someone is
watching after him. After a close call with a poisonous
jelly fish, the mysterious Kensuke lets Michael into his life
until Michael can return home. A poignant desert island
story about loyalty and friendship.

2001

Eat Your Peas Written by Kes Gray and illustrated by
Nick Sharratt (pub Red Fox)

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

It was dinner time again and Daisy just knew what her
mum was going to say, even before she said it. “Eat
your peas,” said Mum. “I don’t like peas.” said Daisy.
And so the battle of wills begins. What does Mum
have to promise to get Daisy to eat her peas? An
extra pudding, a chocolate factory or a space rocket
with double retro laser blammers? “I’ll eat my peas if you eat Brussel
sprouts” says Daisy. Who will win? A book everyone can appreciate,
enlivened by Nick Sharratt’s matchless illustrations.
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2002

Noughts and Crosses Written by
Malorie Blackman (pub Random House)

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Set in a dystopian fictional world, where Crosses (black
people like Sephy) enjoy the wealth and power in
society and Noughts (white people like Callum) are
second class citizens, this series for young adults is
both a love story and an exploration of our role in the
fight for justice in an unfair world.

2003

Skeleton Key Written by Anthony Horowitz
(pub Walker)

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

The third novel in Anthony Horowitz’s fast-paced Alex
Rider adventure series, sees superspy Alex battling to
save the world once more, in a terrifying chain of events
involving Chinese Triad gangs in London and
undercover agents in Cuba. As Alex begins to make
connections between an illegal nuclear weapons deal
and his host, Russian General Sarov, the future of the
world is at stake. As always, with Anthony Horowitz, the
book proves impossible to put down.

2004

Private Peaceful Written by Michael Morpurgo
(pub HarperCollins)

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

This deeply moving account of the horrors of the First
World War is a book for all ages; for adults as well as for
children. The story follows twenty-four hours at the front
with Private Tommo Peaceful, whilst exploring memories
of his family and life in his village back home. A
compelling evocation of a traumatic time, it succeeds
both as a love story and as a homage to all the young
teenagers who left home to go to the trenches in World
War One.
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2005

Baby Brains Written and illustrated by
Simon James (pub Walker)

///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Baby Brains is an extraordinary baby who, at the age of
only two weeks, mends the car, reads the paper and
works as a doctor at the local hospital. But when some
scientists ask him to go on the next space mission he
shows that in one way at least he is just like any other baby: he wants
his mummy! The perfect antidote for parents who feel pressurised to
keep up with other parents, Simon James’ joyous illustrations set off the
witty, gentle story to perfection.

2006

Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief
Written by Rick Riordan (pub Puffin)

///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

A series popular with young teens, in which the eponymous
hero triumphs as the demigod son of Poseidon in Riordan’s
invented Greek mythological battles. Camp Half-Blood is a
magical blend of school and demigod training camp where
Percy grows into his hero role alongside an imaginative
range of peers, including a satyr and a daughter of Athena. This is the first
book in a thrilling series, where the story moves at a compelling pace from
21st century school outings to the gates of the Underworld itself.

2007

You’re a Bad Man, Mr. Gum! Written by
Andy Stanton (pub Egmont)

///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

There is more than a nod to Past Winner, Roald Dahl, in
this darkly humorous story about a man who hates children
and fun and… corn on the cob. Younger Readers love this
tale that also features a horrible butcher and a dastardly
plot to do away with the village dog, Jake, who ruins Mr.
Gum’s beautiful tidy flowery garden. Can the lovely Polly, with hair like
cat’s daydream and who is good and true, foil Mr. Gum, save Jake and
prove why truth is… a lemon meringue? Children and their parents adore
the silliness and quirkiness of the first in the Mr. Gum series.
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2008

Skulduggery Pleasant Written by Derek
Landy (pub HarperCollins)

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Stephanie’s uncle Gordon is a writer of horror fiction, but
when he dies and leaves her his estate, Stephanie is
pursued by evil forces intent on recovering a mysterious
key. She finds help from an unusual source – the
wisecracking skeleton of a dead wizard. Will evil win the
day? Will Stephanie and Skulduggery stop bickering long enough to
stop it? This witty and dry-humoured novel is also tense and thrilling – a
winning combination for older readers.

2009

Blood Ties Written by Sophie McKenzie
(pub Simon and Schuster)
///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

A gripping thriller, this novel explores the issues of
genetic engineering and personal identity. Tightly plotted
from the start, the main characters, Rachel and Theo, who
both struggle with their sense of identity, are highly
appealing to the older reader age group. The novel is
fast-paced, keeping readers on the edge of their seats as
the protagonists race to survive against the odds.

2010

The Hunger Games Written by Suzanne
Collins (pub Scholastic)

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

It’s the near future and a terrifying reality television show
is taking place. Twelve boys and twelve girls are forced
to take part in a live event called the Hunger Games.
There is only one rule: kill or be killed. Sixteen-year-old
Katniss has promised to take her sister’s place but sees
it as a death sentence. Will she manage to stay alive? Unsettling and
totally gripping, this novel is the first in a globally successful trilogy.
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2011

Shadow Written by Michael Morpurgo and illustrated by
Christian Birmingham (pub HarperCollins)

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

This is the story of Aman, a boy from Afghanistan who is
befriended by a dog when he is fleeing the horror of
war. The dog, Shadow, never leaves his side and it soon
becomes clear that the destinies of Aman and Shadow
are linked and always will be. Michael Morpurgo wrote
this as a result of his passion for the subject: the
detention centres and suffering of war, and the children
appreciating the harrowing truths as revealed in this
beautifully written and illustrated story.

2012

A Monster Calls Written by Patrick Ness from an idea by
Siobhan Dowd and illustrated by Jim Kay (pub Walker)
////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

The monster showed up at midnight. In this haunting
and compelling story a boy tries to come to terms with
his mum’s illness, symbolised by the monster rising from
the earth to bring the scariness of his situation right into
Conor’s home. But what does the monster want from
Conor? The answer is: the most dangerous thing of all –
the truth. Beautifully written, with outstanding illustrations, this
unforgettable novel lingers in the mind.

2013

The Spooky Spooky House Written by Andrew Weale
and illustrated by Lee Wildish (pub Corgi)

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

With a tantalising storyline, that dares the reader to
explore a monstrous mansion, this spooky new take
on the classic Haunted House concept is completely
engrossing. It is jam-packed with lots of petrifying popups and fantastic flaps to lift and on the final page
there is a terrific twist. A great book for younger
children to enjoy.
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2014

The Fifth Wave Written by Rick Yancey
(pub Penguin)

///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Partly inspired by leading physicist Stephen Hawking,
the arrival of a massive alien spaceship is followed by
waves of destruction: an electromagnetic pulse, a global
tsunami, a deadly virus and then body-snatched humans.
The ominous fifth wave of the title is revealed later in the
book. This thrilling science fiction novel follows 16 year-old Cassie
Sullivan’s struggle to survive against the odds. A hugely popular choice
among older voters, the book has earned Rick Yancey widespread
critical acclaim.

2015

The Day the Crayons Quit Written by Drew Daywalt and
illustrated by Oliver Jeffers (pub HarperCollins)

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Duncan just wants to do some colouring, but when he
opens his box of crayons, he has a surprise. They
have all quit! In a series of humorous letters they
outline their problems and encourage Duncan, and all
children, to be more creative and inventive in their use
of colour.

2016

My Headteacher is a Vampire Rat! Written by Pamela
Butchart and illustrated by Thomas Flintham (pub Nosy Crow)

///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

A new hilarious and madcap adventure for Izzy and her
friends. At school the children have a new scary
headteacher, Mr Graves. Why does he look so strange
and what are the unusual things in his office? As before,
their imaginations run riot and they are convinced there
are rats and vampires at large. They bake some garlic
muffins to use as a test but events go badly wrong. You
will get pulled along laughing as the real truth unravels about their new
scary headteacher. Edge of your seat comedy for young and old alike
enlivened hugely by the entertaining illustrations by Thomas Flintham.
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2017

An Eagle in the Snow Written by Michael Morpurgo and
illustrated by Michael Foreman (pub HarperCollins)

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

A tale entwined within a tale: the story of the most
decorated private in World War One is told by a stranger
to a young boy, whilst their train takes cover in a tunnel
from a Messerschmitt in World War Two. The boy has to
learn to confront and overcome his own fears, whilst
considering the moral dilemma faced by Private Billy
Byron, who thought he’d chosen to ‘do the right thing’
but had actually, through showing true humanity,
inadvertently caused great and widespread suffering. The picture of an
eagle in the snow is haunting, vivid and unsettling and remains with you
long after finishing the book.
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